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Blurb:
We need to re-focus… concentrate on what is most important to Jesus. What is that? Well people of course!
We can learn to let other pursuits fall away and focus on finding the lost, restoring justice, and healing what is
broken. In doing this we are reclaiming only what belongs to Jesus in the first place!”
John 14:16-27
16

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of
truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you
and will be[a] in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me
anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and
you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who
loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”
22
Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?”
23
Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and
make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not
my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.
25
“All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I
give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
Sermon
So now that we’ve learned that we must simply walk across the room, strike up an authentic conversation about Jesus,
develop friendships and tell our story... what’s next? We learn to live with grander vision, this is not exclusive to
grandparents…. It is also not the same as big picture planning or blue-sky thinking, these buzzwords have snuck into
board rooms and committee meetings around the world.
Grand Vison living is so much more; however, it is also a typical Jesus paradox. What’s a Jesus paradox? When people
think of a messiah we look for a super hero, when we think of a king our minds go to grandeur and power and when we
think of trying to understand God we go all academic and use big words.… Jesus comes along and upsets all of that. He
saves by offering himself as the only suitable ransom for everyone. He rules through love with the heart of a servant,
and simply says if we know him then you know the father.
So Grand Vision Living then is to live focussed on the same priority that is nearest to the heart of God, as Jesus showed
us. If we search the gospel, we find that Jesus’ priority was… people. Grander vision living with a heart for people, living
free of prejudice and acting in love toward everybody is beyond our ordinary human abilities…. And Jesus knows this.
Therefore, he did not leave us without help, and this is exceptionally good news! In John we read that the Holy Spirit
enables us to love in the way that Jesus loves; it all comes down to love. What about those of us who are afraid to love?
Be assured Jesus says do not let your hearts be troubled be not afraid and has promised us peace beyond
understanding. It remains for us to pray that our story would be aligned to God’s story, and that the Holy Spirit would
soften the hearts and prepare the spirit of those to whom we cross the room.
Jesus crossed eternity to seek and to save the lost, and in practising radical inclusiveness restore the broken relationship
between humanity and God thereby reclaiming what is already his!

Now just hold it right there… radical inclusiveness, what is this hippy nonsense?
Well as a hippy would say let me break that down for you brothers and sisters…..this is a little of what radical
inclusiveness means… it begins with a shift in priority from my needs to the needs of others. Includes a kennedy spiritual
shift from what can God do for me, to what am I able to do for God. A character shift from selfishness to selflessness,
understanding that every human is a child of the living God and therefore worthy of redemption. That means we need
to get rid of our prejudices toward any kind of other people and learn to love like Jesus does. In fact, grander vision living
means leaning toward the outcast, the rejected, the lonely and the lost. Jesus doesn’t say anything about the just plain
obnoxious though…. However, our attitude toward others should always reflect the love that Jesus has placed in our
hearts. Remember always that Jesus was often found in the company of so-called undesirables. Yet he did not judge nor
present himself as superior or better than them in anyway. Neither should we!
Once we have walked across the room and opened up a way for someone to come to salvation, by showing what a
difference a relationship with Jesus has made for us… the hardest part is to then leave it all in the hands of the Father
the Son and the Holy Spirit. This is true and yet to be disproven: Everyone has to make a choice, no one meets Jesus by
accident, or drifts into the Kingdom, our part is to just walk across the room and allow someone else the opportunity to
discover their own relationship with Jesus...

